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The Process and Factors in the Safavids’ Conversion
from Sufism to Shiism

Ali Aganoori *
Mohsen Fattahi Ardakani 2

One of the most significant eras throughout the history of Iran is that of the
Safavids during which some Qizilbash Sufis of this land founded a government with
no role for the Shiite clergymen in the beginning. However, these clergymen,
gradually achieving some key positions inside the government, made Shiism as the
official religion of the state. The process of formalizing Shiism is the most important
feature of the Safavid state, dating over 200 years, from Shah Ismail 1 (907-930 AH)
to Shah Sultan Husein (1105-1135 AH), the last king of this dynasty. Through
documental studies, this article seeks to examine some of the social-political and
intellectual causes of such an event.

Keywords: Shiism, Sufism, Safavid, Qizilbash, Anatoly, Shia-Sufi relation,

Process of Sufis’ degeneration.

1. PhD. Student of the University of Religions and Denominations.
2. Associate Prof. of the University of Religions and Denominations (Lead Author),
e-mail: aliaghanore@yahoo.com.
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The Probable Usages of Reason in the Realm of
Religion: Examination of Shiite Scholars’ Views

Hamid Reza Shariatmadari *

This article aims at presenting a comprehensive image of possible usages of
reason in the realm of religion through a review of the positions of Shiite scholars
that could be compatible in this regard. What is meant by comprehensiveness is all
of the probable and presumed images of reason in Shiite scholars’ positions, rather
than the whole thought of Imamiyya. In other words we are not going to examine
all of the positions of Imamiyya scholars just to fill in the puzzle. Our attempt in
examining the compatibility of positions and usages is to find a place for our
findings throughout the research and their compatibility with the positions.
Naturally, the more one can find the positions of Imamiyya scholars the more one
can add in this respect.

Keywords: Usages of Reason, Reason and Scripture, Reason as a Source,
Instrument, Sources of Shiite Thought.

1. Assist. Prof. of the University of Religions and Denominations (Lead Author),
e-mail: shariat46@gmail.com
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A Functional Analysis on Moharram Mourning
Rituals in Post-Revolution Iran

Mehrab Sadeqgnia®
Mohammad Ali Rabbani 2

Religious mourning rituals, especially those of Moharram, are a significant
element of the Shiite’s religious identity. Due to such significance, western experts
on Shiism have carried out a large number of studies on these rituals. The daily-
growing glory of Ashura rituals indicates its deep social functions; otherwise, they
wouldn’t enjoy dynamism and deepness as they do. Based on a functional analysis,
the present paper is going to offer some of the most important functions of these
rituals such as the promotion of revolutionary and protesting spirit, patience in the
face of difficulties, pain releasing, the increase of social solidarity, establishment of
the inter-generation connections, the increase of social control and the visibility and
representation of Shiite arts. Surely, due to the challenge between the modern
culture and this long-lasting ritual one can mention some malfunctions or negative
functions, such as the emergence of religious groups endangering social bonding,
the increase of conflict between Shiites and non-Shiites, permanent religiosity and
seasonal morality.

Keywords: Functional Analysis, Religious Mourning, Moharram Mourning,
Social Function.

1. Assist. Prof. of the University of Religions and Denominations (Lead Author),
e.mail: sadeghniam@yahoo.com
2. PhD. Student of the History of Shiism at the University of Religions and Denominations.



Abstracts in English 7

The Scientific Flourish of Islamic Civilization in the
Fatimid Era from the Viewpoint of the Orientalists

Mohammad Reza Barani*
Sayyed Reza Mahdinejad?

The Fatimid era is one of the most important periods of the flourish in Islamic
civilization that has been less considered by Muslim and non-Muslim scholars so
far. Although Muslim writers and scholars paid particular attention to the political
aspects of the era, revealing some parts of the Fatimid history, their cultural and
scientific activities have been treated in a marginal way. Early orientalists were often
concerned with the political issues of the era rather than the scientific ones;
however, some of the recent scholars such as Heinz Halm and Paul E. valker
focused on the scientific aspects, with some of them holding a positive attitude about
the scientific flourish in this period and some others negative, in contrast. Those
scholars with positive attitudes believe that the establishment of scientific
institutions such as Al -Azhar and Dar-ul-EIm along with various works written on
different scientific subjects are good evidence for their claim. To review the
viewpoint of the orientalists as an outsider view that the article aims at, could be a
valuable way to identify the powerful aspects of the Islamic civilization during this
era.

Keywords: The Fatimid era, orientalists, scientific flourish, Islamic sciences,
Islamic civilization.

1. Assist. Prof. and faculty member of the History Department of Alzahra University (Lead Author),

e-mail: mrb1385 @gmail.com

2. Faculty Member of the Department of History of Islamic Civilization at Almustafa International
University.
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Shalmaghani’s al-Taklif: Its Position and Historical
Development

Ne’matollah Safari Forushani *
Mohammad Tagqji Zakeri

As long as Shalmaghani (d. 322 AH) was a trustworthy disciple of Husein-ibn-
Rooh, his book, Al-Taklif was paid attention to by Shias from the beginning, and
was found in every home; but when Shalmaghani’s heretical thoughts revealed, the
credibility of his book was questioned. Therefore, it was studied and endorsed by
Husein-1bn-Rooh except for a few traditions; therefore, then Shiite scholars began to
discredit it, for they considered him as devoid of merit required. Having surveyed
the jurisprudential works of Shiite scholars, this article shows that they had not
ignored Shalmaghani’s Al-Taklif throughout their studies on Islamic jurisprudence,
using it expressively with full recognition of him, at least up to the 10th century
(A.H).

Keywords: Shalmaghani, At-Takleef, Figh-or-Ridha, Fasl-ul-Ghadha.

1. Associate Prof. of the Research Center for Islamic Sciences and Culture (Lead Author),
e-mail: vaseiali@yahoo.com
2. M.A Student of the History of Shiism at the University of Religions and denominations.
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A Survey of Imam Sajjad’s Reasons for
Non-Participation in the Medinan's Uprising

Seyyed Alireza Vasei *
Tahereh Sadat Saleh Shari ati 2

According to the historical reports, Imam Sajjad (P.B.U.H), the fourth leader of
the Shiites, refused to participate in the uprising by the people of Medina against
Yazid’s Caliphate. It was two years after the battle of Karbala that the people of
Medina revolted against Yazid, a costly revolt which is called Harrah after the name
of the place of occurrence in the east of Medina. This major event has been analyzed
many times by the historians, some considering it as an aftermath of Yazid’s
hostility towards the household of the Prophet Mohammad (P.B.U.H) especially in
the battle of Karbala, while some other consider these two factors just correlated to
each other. Anyway, the question that is raised here is that why Imam Sajjad
avoided participating in the revolt of Harrah along with the people of Medina
against the Umayyid Caliph, Yazid-lbn-Mu’awiyah? To answer this question, this
article aims at surveying the reasons behind Imam Sajjad’s non-participation with
the hypothesis that he did not consider the revolt as a valuable religion-oriented
movement; Thus, Imam Sajjad was never apprehensive of its following results and
costs, nor seeking comfort and convenience.

Keywords: Imam Sajjad, battle of Ashoura, people of Medina, people of Shaam,
Revolt of Harrah, Moslim-lbn-Ughbah.

1. Associate Prof. of the Research Center for Islamic Sciences and Culture (Lead Author),
e-mail: vaseiali@yahoo.com
2. M.A Student of the History of Islam.
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