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Abstract

Cem houses, as one of the most significant religious and social institutions of the Alevi
community in Turkey, have undergone structural transformations throughout history.
Historically, Alevis performed their rituals and ceremonies in spaces such as khangahs,
takiyyas, and zawiyas; however, following the official closure of these institutions during
the Republican era, cem houses emerged as new venues for the performance of religious
and social rites. The primary concern of this study is to examine the nature, structure, and
functions of cem houses within the religious and social system of Turkish Alevis, and
to analyze the challenges pertaining to their legal recognition as places of worship. This
research investigates cem houses as extensions of traditional takiyyas and khangahs, the
historical process of their institutionalization, the influence of pre-Islamic Turkish traditions
and ancient Anatolian rites, the role of Haji Bektash Veli, and their connection with Imam
Ja’far al-Sadiq (AS). Furthermore, various types of cem ceremonies and the position of the
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cem house within the Alevi-Bektashi tradition have been examined. Adopting a descriptive-
analytical methodology, the study draws on data collected from library sources and field
interviews. The findings indicate that, in addition to their religious function, cem houses
serve as spaces for cultural interaction, mystical education, and the resolution of social
disputes within the Alevi social structure. Moreover, the results reveal that while cem houses
are recognized as ritual spaces among Alevi adherents, their legal status in Turkey remains
a subject of contention and necessitates further comprehensive investigation at religious,
social, and legislative levels.
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