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Abstract

The Abu Dulaf dynasty was an Arab lineage that originally resided in Hira. With the spread of
Islam, they settled in Kiifa and adopted Shi’a inclinations. The prominent figures of this family were
steadfast and fearless in expressing their religious beliefs, showing no hesitation in eliminating the
enemies of Amir al-Mu’minin (the Commander of the Faithful, ‘Alt [AS]). Seeking a stronghold
to combat the Umayyads, they migrated to Iran, settling near present-day Arak (Central Iran), and
raided caravans destined for the Umayyad court. When the Abbasid movement began, they initially
joined it but later broke away, sometimes openly opposing the Abbasids and at other times feigning
obedience when resistance was unfeasible — while secretly desiring their downfall. In 225 AH
(839 CE), the Abu Dulaf dynasty established the first Imami Shi’a state. Five rulers of this dynasty
governed parts of Iran for nearly six decades. Ultimately, internal family conflicts and Abbasid
invasions led to their collapse. This research, based on library-derived data from diverse historical,
biographical (Rijal-oriented), geographical, and genealogical sources, analyzes and examines the
first Imami Shi’a state — a polity that has not yet been the subject of an independent scholarly
study.
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