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Abstract

One of the most significant issues that has occupied the minds of theistic scholars is the
perfection of the human soul after its worldly life. Some Muslim philosophers and theologians
have denied such perfection, while others have put forward arguments for it. Among the mystics
(‘Urafa), Sayyid Haydar Amuli, as a Shi’a mystic, has answered this question affirmatively.
The present research, employing a descriptive-analytical method, proves this issue through
six foundational principles. These principles are: “the renewal of likes (tajaddud-e amthal)”,
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“the embodiment of deeds (tajassom-e a ‘mal)”, “intercession (shafd ‘at)”, “the arrangement

of the existential realms (chinesh-e ‘awalem-e hasti)”, “imagination (khayal)”, and “love-
driven motion (harakat-e hubbi)”. From Sayyid Haydar’s viewpoint, the realm of imagination
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and the arrangement of the existential realms create a ground for the motion and otherworldly
(barzakhi) perfection of humans. Based on the renewal of likes, humans are never static in
any realm; rather, they are in a state of constant motion and growth moment by moment.
This motion, founded on love and affection for God the Most High, guides humans through
the otherworldly realms ( ‘awalem-e barzakhi) and causes their perfection. Intercession also
indicates the otherworldly growth of humans; for whether it leads to their elevation in Heaven
or their salvation from Hell, in any case, it signifies the perfection of humans in the Hereafter.
Furthermore, the human faculty of imagination is also a factor for creating imaginal forms
and connecting with the realm of archetypal image (‘a@lam-e mithal), and this itself provides
the ground for their perfection.

Keywords: Sayyid Haydar Amuli, perfection (istikmal), soul (nafs), Purgatory [intermediate
realm] (barzakh), Resurrection (Qiyamat).
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